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VICHY, SEAT OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT IN WORLD WAR II

Before Paris was occupied by the Germans in 1940, the Government of France escaped;
but later a sort of capital was set up in Vichy. The town of Vichy has long been known for
its mineral springs, and the water which takes its name from the town is exported hi large
quantities. Here is shown one of the well-houses where visitors go to drink the water.

with destruction. After the Allied retreat
in the spring of 1918 it came within the
range of the German guns and was struck,
fortunately without much damage being
done. Almost everywhere we go in
France we find wonderful old buildings.

There are several cities which to this
day retain their moated walls and defenses
and their narrow and tortuous medieval
streets. Places like Blois, Avignon and
Poitiers are history in stone. But the
past glory of most of these old cities has
been dimmed by that of Arras. Here we
have a picturesque town founded in the
days of the Gauls. Its Hotel de Ville
and its streets of medieval houses are
famous the world over. The chateaus of
the nobles of past ages, with their memo-
ries of days of splendor, are a great at-
traction in one of the finest areas of mid-
France,

France has the best system of roads in
the world- The kings of France built fine
roads for five hundred years, and the
republic has carried on the work. There
are roads of stope and macadam, there
are roads of Belgian blocks (of hard stone
laid like bricks), and along these high-
ways there ate borders of shade trees.

In northern France the scarlet poppies
fringe the roads for miles, like so many
weeds. Routes rationales radiate from
Paris to all of the important cities and
towns of France. The French automo-
biles are small only because petrol (as gas-
oline is called in Europe) is high.

There are half a dozen great railway
systems, one of which is government-
operated; these have begun to be elec-
trified, especially around Paris. There is
a network of air lines and the air port of
Le Bourget, near the capital, is the centre
of great air routes that reach all over
Europe and to Morocco and all the most
distant provinces. The government en-
courages her air services with subsidies,
and the cost of air travel is accordingly
so reasonable that French people think
nothing of "hopping" over to London.
The flying fields have air time-tables
chalked on bulletin boards, together with
maps showing the various routes offered;
then when the passengers are aboard, they
are supplied with reproductions of aerial
photographs showing how the various
cities passed may be recognized from on
high.
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